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1» Th* Q« 0 ell»ol)trt Wehrkundc bad dlf£Loultl«s frcn the very start 
b<«aU9c (exMleoeral) Stainer vaa oonaldared to be the IsacHoc QAf personality 
oi'.d also passed htnaelf off as sticlu Although Steiner was truUifUlly regarded 
-irerywhere as alncsrely aatl-CcBHUtxLstf nevertheless the following factors 
wort re^onslble for a widespread negative reactLcn on the part of large circles 
of the foraer OffLoer Corps* 



a* Steiner treneferred from the Amy to the waffeiHE In 1932 or 1933* 
This nerre was intecpreted hgr kis fellow offloers as bdng an act of opportuniaa 
ind not in accord with the eld PmseLan sjilrlt of the Aray offlcera. Although 
Stelner'a enmiee are nelnly Amy offleere, these constitute the majority of 
ir.o Officer Corps and they etiXL adhere, for the most pert, to the old Prussiar 
concepts of honor and eaetn* 



h* Steiner ie gcmrelly eoaaldered a gifted soldier, bat be is 
equally regarded as an tmtelanted politician with regue, hasy, and partly 
roBiantie notions aboat the State and its functions* It was well known that 
Steiner had partyifMlltioal ambitions* 

e. It wms widely known that Steiner sought and cultivated contacts 
with all occupation powers* Incidentally, he bin'self talked about his repeated 
convereations with repreeentetlTes of the French occvg>etion powers ~ Francois 
Ponoft azwl Qeneral Koenig* There were rtnors about contacts between Steiner 
and fiiglish officers* Both of these relaticnehips brought him the reputation 
of being an opportuxdetic collaborator. 



d. Stdner was held req>onslble for the mistaken political coerse 
ttic D3Z (Doetachs Soldaten IdtuDg) vhUb was allegedly inspired by hln* This 
especially caused Steiner pf, to rfjgcftod by the .former Staff officers* 

(Notai This reflare to D0K toU ddianaiier et tacks which mused e finny at the 
tlaei this editorial eewse wee later ohangnd to a mere fcrerahle etUtade)* 

She rifViMha* agdlit fUiaar whieb edmerealy affected the eogtenelon 

of the OfV Here tme only in Mrt* Fart af the grewinc reslstenoe to him was 
due to the effarta of (MV Ghmjgmn Van HeUamaan* who stirred up pereenal 
entegoninf tlreagh paimto aafo gf ottane i4th mentors of ths OfV aeetlone* 

2* A aeeani aaiai of tntfnal niatrtut was OAr Chaimsn (emOensnO) 
von Hellemenn Idnoplfs Itoring the elMinc phenes of the war hs was heed of 
the Army Fersonnel (Xfloe eeaUon for treinlnc future laadars, and is r^^ertad 
to have perfomed Ida dutl^ In a very latianal Socialist manner* Re was also 
regarded as a *week personality* which, (In ooQOSctiQn with t>M OfV) strengthened 
the impression tint not he, but SteijMr, was the actual Oescllschaft Cbalman* 
However, the trutb is that von HsU«M«n prenred to be a worthy dlreotor of the 
0^* Hi was the strongest notlveting force against Comunist infiltration, against 
the CosBiunist-frait "imideraldF King* (of e 2 >^flcarB) and against the aiP 
(outlawed radical rightlet party) to tay nothdng of the fact that be neutrallaed 
perentxUl out-of<»tarB peliliaal neneuvera of Steiner* Finally, it was also 

'•on Kellermsnn who eeteblliJ»d the present good QfV relations with Bonn (through 
von Bonin)# 
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3. latermlJjrf the OlV v*s trwblad iQr tvo oppoalng factions. Tho first 
of thc..ef repraaant^ bgr 8t«lnerf alnad at transfoming the GfW into or. instru- 
~.ont of dcneetlc politics tiaiA' to rightist ofTposltion against Bonn (l«o. , the 
federal Gorsrmcnt). Th« other faetien* headed by the leader of ttie Gf>; Connittec 
for. Defence ProfMiganda (Classen tadhaself) vented to make the GfV an Instrument of 
colxi var guidance against CoaauDiaU tvo factiens nerer cane to full, agrccncnt, 
and fros tine to tine strife eztd discord broke out. StdnSr tried to XW-ther the 
alj.;'j of ^3 faction bgr attenptlng to closely link the QAi with the Ulu> "GeacLl- 
schaft db* Rene 3taatq)olitllre» vM.oh arouses resistance fron the goremlnc Board 
of the OfH* Aa etbar faetton aeo^t to otrry out its vork by ooens of "Opinions" 
(GfW plhlieatie* UeMante for intmal dialrlbutioe) and througti broeburee by 
many differMt wnllNb lb tbfwrmi Al a^ipert for the QfV enda« Steiner wants 
tn transf on the QOl Into f hrsoA^ of the 03 b p^tg> while at the tame tine he 
looks beyoqif the V3 b aevaalMtlflB for soie naans of long term support. 

b. Fkon ths baalimlni, tbs Q2V was hendl capped in that the editorship of 
"Opinions* was plaesdln the hands of BMff. Of eourss^ Ruoff handled the 
.oditorlal work wwry wall* Bovtvwrf his VaffenHBS background again and again 
aroused saspleloB that he intsadad p* in cooperation with Steiner — to make 
a Vaffcn-65 wndertaklnc nut of the OfW. OhjaetiTely m>ealcing« this sipposltioo 
was not true, frm the very beginnlaf of the OfV« Steiner and Ruoff frequently 
had very steny relatione. Ihe two nen are eoKpletely opposite In native and 
each has on entire]^ different conception of the political scene. Nerertheless, 
the suspicion spread thht both were earrylag on sone sort of SS^on^racy. 

5. Anofthar haad&aap to doTtlopsent of the CfV was the fact that fren the 
very bcglnnlBg it was nies'e d to be olbeely tied in with the 
The* fact that Stainer and Ruoff both were eonnected with the 
(publishers ef ths OR) « or to tbs sdltosrlal staff of the vez itself^ was the 
basis for this rwor. Baf are the OlV was fowdsd« it was known that the DSZ 



6 m FrRifliil ipRUddm af tha (fV vara ■ aMvbat restrleted in that 
ediioni\)s had ha ba fMlMd hgr ^ dnartaanB and then ware refuaed in part. 

Cte appraprlstaaaM aiifalim gf adAdaiial projaots ean only be Judged by 
a fully trastad RaiM MtWMilllOr fbniliar with the presant piychole^cal 
situation in tha fb^iNa^ B^idtUai Aa an aaM^ls^ refarenes Is nads to the drafts 
of the author ■ifbarf'Rliib ia Vay Rtb the title "larape will Do it" 

— ware tuned dan ly Iha'^daMriaena. ■aaef«r« EDLeaic'e dyla and hie selectian of 
thane hats q0.te e lORe sadLeaea in Oameay. Ble brae h are ie the am with tha 
best and noet fir ffaaaldat napnee} rapaat ardara are eodng fr« tha preas* 
youth ge<fapa 0 aehaale and poll ting] arfuiaatlons as well as oburcb groups. 



was fLaaaead ly Iba 
awnbere of* ths Qflf < 
IlR wars Anartaamo 



stody (Stiff nrtmd 
to ailiniaeta naid 



rlana. tesa ftaimr*e and Ruoff 's prssence as-founUng 
iiad the.^haati far laplieation that^^th the^OfV and ths 
rdiad. w QtH dldpallsd this suqjlelon to same degree 
I aappari ane fm the foundatica far Genten Solentlfic 

> 4U DautadM VUdeaeataaft). In any case* thia weaned 
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The prq;> 0 Ml£ in tld« CKMUiferj t« ripriiit his old book "Soldatsn" (after a 
vd table modifloatlan of tost), would »Jika a fbr-reacliinK Inroait into tha 
circlea of the dtllntory «r InAtrated drclos of tamer soldiers. The /jnerican 
objection that tho book is too *Fmssisn* is unisnabls^ considering that an 
ip»tOHlate rs-siritlnf of tljis text «m pr«slstd« sod that the East Zone props* 
gandh -offlolsls bSTe alM^ns Mds «M of the Frisslan traditlan as one of 
Most effectlre Instruasets for infiltrstloo* 

D. \Vhat to iiatoh for in rtjdlar aadartaklnis 

1. There should bo only one niddlwazi between the American offLoa and 
r. rebuilt Apparat. In the aota^shaaat of the QfV^ following people 
v-new about its eonneetlon with an Amarloan offlooi 

Siteinoss DaieroUf Hrlahaeh# Ton lalbsB« Frau Paulhabar^. 

Qraf Schaok* Sr* Mortsat^ von Qilganbsdnb^ Oraf Roe tits « 

Dolbunksr* Ruoff* Flrsa RWf« Print Burchard, 

Ton ilsisty lUsTf ai^anclorf Pfalffar, Dhlig> Strasslr, 

Or* O l sa s sa* IMa Hs^g . 



This vms jjyo—ihls ilaM Mitotj om bo IsBfw inplieitlF goaroatoad. A alngla 

person (not stsb tvo mr throo) aaat fkaotion as sgsnt of tbs aaplsgrar — and 
this parson aust anjogr foil OsofidMoa* 

2. Uhan an ofXloor io soltstad as sgait^ tfasa he should not be an offlear 
of the kOffm-SSs an Awgr’ offloor* or an Air Force officsri but if at all possible 
should ba a Istx offlosr* The UOftoo^ oftioars hare not saftlelant prestige 
with tha other offleoroi'tlM Asagr offlosrs are steeped in the old Prussian 
Ideas of oaetei ikm hir Corps offloaro are gwwrslly not serloualj ooncemed 
politically, S«V7 offloarihvlB e«parisoB« aro considsred worldly^ < g n 4> date 
and Boro approaohohls olMrs of o WsstWB sriaotatlon. It would be boat 
to selaot a person whos CBMroUjf has nsi fpem ap and been aduosted in tho 
prejndioos of ths f «MT IfABor Corps sad oho has as aud; volght as a psrsonality 
on the other dig thoi to idMli b« Mtof lodgi d by tto^ffitsr ofUstrs^ss lnf£l^ 
l>^^lal« Many difflOilUnt mild’ tliifilaBr boBroldiid ttm the boginiing which result 
trap, the flppoilnc porsOBB|« OOr#os^edae« poLLtieal and traditional resentnents 
of the Oerana offloors* 

3« .Xhs ftoMMUl Blptoi anf to toiyn^ eonoealed, Tfas wndarUking 
is dlseiidited liw Ito liiMlitoli it lla^lirVV Vtfia of the aoniQr sad 
thtrsby UsM ito MAag inflaintlal. tin poasibilitlss 

for a really toilifoflldlitoiB. ditodailBM^ lbs origin of funds are not aaay, 
howersTf tho fol24|iiiiit tdilito SOBriliirids 

i* IsItottilM of «n ig^linr or brnst empeay which is 
a oosp t obis %s toi OtoMB ttaiMt anthoritisit aid which is in s 
lecally ato^oitotd poiil,|Ml to oanry «b thase sodit and oontrol 
foaetima* TbLs toOMt (Mtoaaiy oewld roeedwa the aoney *in trastee- 
ship* sod use it sstanelhTy either on behalf of official or oon« 
fldantlal aocomto* 




U lilrtillitwrt tf ft adwtillft rftftfttfoh liutltate whoM 
fMMnUjr tMtim fttaraetOT Wm horn mAet— i ^ flnancUl authorltlM 
•nd irtdd^ ikMntWfp it Atm trm all •ffleial aadltinc. 

0 * Ifttfttllal— t if ft Oinftn tv^aUlftary of a f oradLi^ trada 
fin liiieby iB 11 m agraft af dmmuk CLaoisa Mthorltloa, can aod la 
antltlad to doelipro Ibair MDir •> pftblleltgr co«to« 

d> Hil— ft1 igra— I ftllli a nanMii nffimal 

Thar* mn m:«Uhv Mir Dht lii a CfutlT a eoBDoftliaart of Um arl«l& of 
monoj ndar Hm proaiMi loimMllM amafapntft la Iba Fadarol lapauio. 

li« Z» 4ko afroamt taijpWI tte mA tha Oman acaait, ttiaro 

must ba ft]^fld[iUj||i^^ tho*«iivUklBf» fhlft oUrltjr waa 

not raftoia^ idnrpK9|» ftlto|iM that ba ««8 Inalnetod to araoto 

an iBitMant if iiMii|«VM MM tlM to aatobUftb ft kind of 

*%lack cadhMft Anvw f^‘9SStm mKI'IIw Q0f «m to ba fta iMtrMioi of oold 
war fftldoMo igaiMt Hm flitta of tho QfV baa Mftorod 

undar thMo ifpo^ag iiitib of ttda Had* ibMo tfiOild not 

b« tMa tjFo af OMfMdillb 
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